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or Tennyson's enchanted reverie/' therefore a
solemn mission calls you to run off to write
bad verse at the Lakes or the Isle of Wight.
I beseech you not all to turn to authorship.
I will even venture, with all respect to those who
are teachers of literature, to doubt the excellence
and utility of the practice of over-much essay-
writing and composition. I have very little faith
in rules of style, though I have an unbounded-
faith in the virtue of cultivating direct and
precise expression. But you must carry on the
operation inside the mind, and not merely by
practising literary deportment on paper. It is
not everybody who can command the mighty
rhythm of the greatest masters of human speech.
But every one can make reasonably sure that he
knows what he means, and whether he has found
the right word. These are internal operations,
and are not forwarded by writing for writing's
sake. Everybody must be urgent for attention
to expression, if that attention be exercised in
the right way. It has been said a million times
that the foundation of right expression in speech
or writing is sincerity. That is as true now as
it lias ever been. Eight expression is a part of